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Comments on POP candidates draft risk profiles

General comments on all documents

It could be worthwhile to have a more consistent structure between the documents. There is some really good sections and/or tables that are available in some documents and that might be also helpful in the other documents. This is the case for example of the summary table of POP characteristics that is available in the PeBDE and PFOS document.

The comparison with characteristics of POP already listed available in documents on chlordecone and hexabromobiphenyl is also really interested.

Comments on Chlordecone draft risk profile

General comment

The document is really clear and summarises well the information available on this chemical and particularly the information related to Annex D criteria. Some specifications are however needed as sometimes we miss some information that may clarify the concern around this chemical (see comment below).

2.3 Exposure

2.3.1 Environmental concentrations

In the second paragraph where levels of chlordecone in the environment are quoted it could be worthwhile to add locations of the measures in order to have a better idea of the contamination of chlordecone. In the document there is only information such as estuaine water or even no information at all like the data reported from Lunsford et al. (1987).

Comments on lindane draft risk profile

General comment

The document is really clear and summarises well the information available on this chemical. However it seems that an assessment report has not been used when drafting the document. Actually there exists a background document developed in the frame of the OSPAR Convention that might have been useful as this document deals with the properties of persistence, bioaccumulation and toxicity of chemicals. The document is available on the OSPAR website (www.ospar.org). 

Furthermore we have one suggestion as we think it could be worthwhile to add a summary of physico-chemical properties of lindane in the document in order to have a complete overview of the substance.

1.4 Status of the chemical under international conventions.

The lindane is listed under the European Waterframework Directive. It might be good to add also this information under this heading.

2.2.2 Bioaccumulation

In this paragraph the BCF values should be expressed in the same way. At present the data are expressed either as a logBCF or as a BCF which does not facilitate the reading and the comparison between the different values. Furthermore could you please also specify if the data are expressed on a wet/dry weight or lipid basis? If for some of the data reported the information is available for others it is missing.

Comments on hexabromobiphenyl draft risk profile
General comment

The document is really clear and summarises well the information available on this chemical and particularly the information related to Annex D criteria. 

Table 1.1
The references in the table are not clear. Could you explain what the reference “1)” means? In the notes below the table there is two different meanings for the “1”. In one case it relates to an information on a CAS number in an EU Export-Import report and in another case it relates to data quoted in US ATSDR. This should be clarified in the document. Furthermore, references to notes 2 and 3 never appear in the table. This should also be clarified.

2.2.2 Bioaccumulation
The conclusion is really clear and summarises well the potential of bioaccumulation of the substance however the general text above the conclusion should specify when the data are available if the BCF are expressed in wet or dry weight to facilitate the comparison and the understanding of the section.

Comments on Pentabromodiphenyl ether draft risk profile

General comment

The document is really clear and well documented. We only have one suggestion as we think it could be worthwhile to add a summary of physico-chemical properties of PeBDE in order to have a complete overview of the substance.

Chrystèle Tissier
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