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Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
اﺗﻔﺎﻗﻴﺔ اﺳﺘﻜﻬﻮﻟﻢ ﺑﺸﺄن اﻟﻤﻠﻮﺛﺎت اﻟﻌﻀﻮﻳﺔ اﻟﺜﺎﺑﺘﺔ

▪ 关于持久性有机污染物的斯德哥尔摩公约 ▪ Convention de Stockholm sur les polluants organiques persistants
Convenio de Estocolmo sobre Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes ▪ Стокгольмскaя конвенция о стойких органических загрязнителях

Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention
International Environment House 1
11-13, chemin des Anémones
CH-1219 Châtelaine – Geneva
Switzerland

Telephone: +41 22 917 87 29
Facsimile: +41 22 917 80 98
E-mail: ssc@pops.int
www.pops.int

Our ref: POPRC

1 June 2010

Subject: Invitation to submit information on the implementation of Article 3 paragraphs 3 and 4
of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)
Dear Sir/Madam,
The text of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutant focuses on regulatory
and assessment schemes in its Article 3, related to measures to reduce or eliminate releases from
intentional production and use.
In Article 3, paragraph 3, it states that: “Each Party that has one or more regulatory and
assessment schemes for new pesticides or new industrial chemicals shall take measures to regulate
with the aim of preventing the production and use of new pesticides or new industrial chemicals which,
taking into consideration the criteria in paragraph 1 of Annex D, exhibit the characteristics of persistent
organic pollutants”.
Further, in Article 3, paragraph 4, it states that: “Each Party that has one or more regulatory
and assessment schemes for pesticides or industrial chemicals shall, where appropriate, take into
consideration within these schemes the criteria in paragraph 1 of Annex D when conducting
assessments of pesticides or industrial chemicals currently in use”.
In order to promote this requirement of the Convention, the Persistent Organic Pollutants
Review Committee of the Stockholm Convention (POPRC) discussed paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 3
of the Stockholm Convention regarding national regulatory and assessment schemes for new and
existing pesticides or industrial chemicals, at its fifth meeting, which took place in Geneva on 12-16
October 2009. The Committee requested the Secretariat to seek information from Parties and
observers on the functioning of those schemes.
In response, the Secretariat has developed questionnaires, attached to this letter, for Parties
and observers to provide such information (Annex II for Parties and Annex III for observers). The
Committee will discuss the result of this survey at its sixth meeting to be held on 11-15 October 2010
and will report on the outcome to the Conference of the Parties at its fifth meeting (25-29 April 2011).
As a reference, Annex I to this letter provides excerpts from the text of the Stockholm
Convention relevant to this request.

To: Stockholm Convention Official Contact Points
Stockholm Convention National Focal Points
Observers to the Stockholm Convention
Cc: Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
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Annex I
Reference: excerpts from the text of the Stockholm Convention
This annex contains excerpts from the text of the Stockholm Convention relevant to the
questionnaires in Annexes I and II, for your reference.

Article 3
Measures to reduce or eliminate releases from intentional production and use
3.
Each Party that has one or more regulatory and assessment schemes for new
pesticides or new industrial chemicals shall take measures to regulate with the aim of
preventing the production and use of new pesticides or new industrial chemicals which,
taking into consideration the criteria in paragraph 1 of Annex D, exhibit the characteristics
of persistent organic pollutants.
4.
Each Party that has one or more regulatory and assessment schemes for
pesticides or industrial chemicals shall, where appropriate, take into consideration within
these schemes the criteria in paragraph 1 of Annex D when conducting assessments of
pesticides or industrial chemicals currently in use.
Annex D
INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS AND SCREENING CRITERIA
1.
A Party submitting a proposal to list a chemical in Annexes A, B and/or C shall
identify the chemical in the manner described in subparagraph (a) and provide the
information on the chemical, and its transformation products where relevant, relating to
the screening criteria set out in subparagraphs (b) to (e):
(a)

(b)

(c)

Chemical identity:
(i)

Names, including trade name or names, commercial name or names
and synonyms, Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) Registry number,
International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) name; and

(ii)

Structure, including specification of isomers, where applicable, and the
structure of the chemical class;

Persistence:
(i)

Evidence that the half-life of the chemical in water is greater than two
months, or that its half-life in soil is greater than six months, or that its
half-life in sediment is greater than six months; or

(ii)

Evidence that the chemical is otherwise sufficiently persistent to justify
its consideration within the scope of this Convention;

Bio-accumulation:
(i)

Evidence that the bio-concentration factor or bio-accumulation factor in
aquatic species for the chemical is greater than 5,000 or, in the
absence of such data, that the log Kow is greater than 5;

(ii)

Evidence that a chemical presents other reasons for concern, such as
high bio-accumulation in other species, high toxicity or ecotoxicity; or

(iii)

Monitoring data in biota indicating that the bio-accumulation potential of
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the chemical is sufficient to justify its consideration within the scope of
this Convention;
(d)

(e)

Potential for long-range environmental transport:
(i)

Measured levels of the chemical in locations distant from the sources of
its release that are of potential concern;

(ii)

Monitoring data showing that long-range environmental transport of the
chemical, with the potential for transfer to a receiving environment, may
have occurred via air, water or migratory species; or

(iii)

Environmental fate properties and/or model results that demonstrate
that the chemical has a potential for long-range environmental transport
through air, water or migratory species, with the potential for transfer to
a receiving environment in locations distant from the sources of its
release. For a chemical that migrates significantly through the air, its
half-life in air should be greater than two days; and

Adverse effects:
(i)

Evidence of adverse effects to human health or to the environment that
justifies consideration of the chemical within the scope of this
Convention; or

(ii)

Toxicity or ecotoxicity data that indicate the potential for damage to
human health or to the environment.

2.
The proposing Party shall provide a statement of the reasons for concern including,
where possible, a comparison of toxicity or ecotoxicity data with detected or predicted
levels of a chemical resulting or anticipated from its long-range environmental transport,
and a short statement indicating the need for global control.
3.
The proposing Party shall, to the extent possible and taking into account its
capabilities, provide additional information to support the review of the proposal referred
to in paragraph 6 of Article 8. In developing such a proposal, a Party may draw on
technical expertise from any source.
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