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Celebrating the tenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants

The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants is a global treaty that aims at protecting human health and
the environment from persistent organic pollutants. It was adopted at a Conference of Plenipotentiaries on 22 May 2001 in
Stockholm, Sweden and entered into force on 17 May 2004. As of November 2010, the Convention had 172 Parties (171 countries
and the European Union).

Persistent organic pollutants, also known as “POPs”, are particularly toxic chemicals that bioaccumulate, travel long distances
and persist in the environment. 21 POPs are currently covered by the Stockholm Convention. These chemicals are pesticides,
industrial chemicals or unintentional byproducts of industrial and other processes. Some are largely used (for example in flame
retardants, electronic equipment, electric transformers). POPs are everywhere: in our bodies, in the air we breathe, the water
we drink, the soil we walk on and the food we eat. Let us start this New Year by being more aware of this hidden danger and by
renewing our efforts to create a POPs-free future.

N

Donald Cooper, Executive Secretary
Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention
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POPs are either pesticides, industrial chemicals or unintentional by-products of human activities
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POPs are persistent: they last for years or even decades F e b r U a r \/
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POPs travel long distances through air, water and living organisms M a r C h
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POPs find their way even to the most remote areas Ap r ]. ].
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POPs are toxic, even at low levels M ay
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POPs can cause cancer, immune-system, nervous-system or liver damage,
endocrine disruption or other reproductive problems in both animals and humans U n e
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to the Rotterdam Convention
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POPs are not visible to the human eye but their effects can be seen everywhere ] ll ].y
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POPs accumulate in fatty tissue in fish, birds, mammals and people AU g U S t
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POPs build up along the food chain, thus those at the top of it are most exposed S e p t e m b e r
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POPs pass on from one generation to the next O C t O b e r
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The involvement of all stakeholders is required to address the issue of ridding the world of POPs N O V e m b e r
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The road ahead to a world free of POPs is a long one but the first steps of the journey are well underway D e C e m b e r
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This calendar is published by the Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention and is intended for public information purposes only and is not an official document.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without the written consent of the Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention.
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Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention
United Nations Environment Programme
11-13, chemin des Anémones

1219 Chatelaine, Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: +4122 917 87 29

Fax: +4122 917 80 98

E-mail: ssc@pops.int

Website: www.pops.int
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