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Legislation:

Estonian control chemicals is basing on six acts: Chemicals Act, Waste Act, Plant Protection Act, Water Act, Food Act and Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Act.

According to the Order from 21.10.1967 approved by the Government the import of chlororganic plant protection products were banned in Estonia. 

Reference: 

Müür, J. Plant protection products use in Estonia. Estonian Environment, 1995. Ministry of the Environment of Estonia, Environment Information Centre, 1996, 66-68. 

After Estonian independence in 1991, new regulations banned POPs a second time:Governmental Regulation No. 6, 5 January, 1999 on establishing a procedure for importing and exporting banned and strictly restricted chemicals and No. 36, 26 January 1999 on establishing the list of active substances banned to use in plant protection products (Directive 79/117/EEC) and others. More information on webside: (http://www.just.ee/23294). 

Notification of new substances in Estonia bases on Regulation No. 18 of the Minister of Social Affairs of 22 March 1999 Procedure for Notification of Chemicals validated with Chemicals Acts.

Estonian POPs monitoring programmes:

· Estonian National Monitoring Programme of Hazardous Substances:  

Reference:

                   Roots, O, Saare, L. Structure and Objectives of the Estonian Environmental 

                   Monitoring Program. Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, 1996,v. 40, No. 

                   3, 289-301. 

                                 Determination of hazardous substances for Estonian surface water bodies and 

                                 formation of monitoring network (Compiler O. Roots), Estonian Environmental 

                                 Research Centre, Tallinn, 2005, 87p.

A. Monitoring of hazardous substances in waterbodies ;

Reference: 

                   Roose, A., Roots, O. Monitoring of priority substances in Estonian water bodies 

                    and in the coastal Baltic sea. Boreal Environmental Research. 2005, v. 10, No. 2, 

                   89-102.

B. Monitoring of hazardous substances in coastal waters (Base: HELCOM COMBINE Programme).

Reference:

                   Hazardous Substances in Estonian Environment (Eds. Roose, A., Otsa, E., Roots, 

                   O). Ministry of the Environment. 2003, 112 p.(in Estonian). 

C. Monitoring of hazardous substances in Estonian rivers; 

Reference:

                   Hazardous Substances in Estonian Environment (Eds. Roose, A., Otsa, E., Roots, 

                   O.) Ministry of the Environment. 2003, 112 p.(in Estonian). 

D. Monitoring of hazardous substances in Estonian fishing rivers (on the basis of EU Directive (78/659/EEC) on habitants of freshwater fish);

Reference: 

                   Hazardous Substances in Estonian Environment (Eds. Roose, A., Otsa, E., Roots, 

                   O). Ministry of the Environment. 2003, 112 p.(in Estonian). 

E. Monitoring of organic compounds in groundwater of North Estonian industrial region;

The Estonian Monitoring of Pesticide Residues in Food of Plant Origin (Report of Monitoring Results Concerning Directives 90/642/EEC, 76/895/EEC, 86/362/EEC and Commission Recommendation 2005/178/EC. Information about the Estonian monitoring of pesticide residues in food of plant origin is available on internet: ARC`s web site:www.pmk.agri.ee or Ministry of the Agriculture`s web site: (http://www.agri.ee/index.php/14298/ ).

Chemicals under review for preparation of risk management evaluation (Annex E)

· The chemicals are: 

· α-Hexachlorocyclohexane; 

· β-Hexachlorocyclohexane; 

· Commercial octabromodiphenyl ether; 

· Pentachlorobenzene; 
· Short-chained chlorinated paraffins.
Chemicals under review for preparation of risk management evaluation (Annex F)

The chemicals are: 

· Chlordecone; 

· Hexabromobiphenyl; 

· Lindane; 

Monitoring in air: 

HCH (sum of alpha- and gamma-isomers)
Air - 26-33 (pg/m3)
Precipitation - 0.31-2.1(ng/l)
Deposition - 0.53 - 3.7 (ng/m2.d)

Reference: Agrell, G., Larsson, P., Okla, L., Bremle, G.,  Johansson, N., Klavins, M., Roots, O.,  Zelechowska, A. Atmospheric and River Input of PCBs, DDTs and HCHs to the Baltic Sea . In.: A System Analysis of the Baltic Sea ( Eds. F. Wulff, L. Rahm and P. Larsson  //Ecological Studies, ( Springer Verlag ). For PBDEs - 2001. Vol. 148. P. 149-175.

Monitoring in biota:  

References: O. Roots, I. Holoubek, A. Roose, M. Simm, A. Talvari. HCH-isomers in the Baltic herring in the Estonian coast of the Baltic Sea (1994-2004) - Organohalogen Compounds. CD-ROM of Proceedings of Dioxin 2005 and ISPAC-20 (Ed. By E.Reiner and M. Alaee). 2005, v. 67, 1285-1287 (CD ROM ID: 998)( August  21-26, Toronto, Canada, 2005).

T. Lukki, O. Roots, L. Järv, M. Simm. Differences in lindane levels in perch living in different areas of the Baltic Sea (1998-2003).  (DIOXIN2006 Conference, Oslo 21-25 August 2006)- Organohalogen compounds, v. 68, 2105-2108.

O. Roots, A. Roose, M. Simm. Distribution of HCH-isomers in the Baltic herring of the Estonian coastal sea. Environmentally sound management (ESM) practices on cleaning up obsolete stockpiles of pesticides for Central European and EECCA Countries. Proc. 8th International HCH and Pesticides Forum, 26-28 May 2005, Sofia, Bulgaria (Eds. N. Schulz, I. Atanassov, J. Vijgen).2006, 105-107.

O. Roots, T. Lukki. Lindane in the Baltic Fish in the Estonian coast of the Baltic Sea. Environmentally sound management (ESM) practices on cleaning up obsolete stockpiles of pesticides for Central European and EECCA Countries. Proc. 8th International HCH and Pesticides Forum, 26-28 May 2005, Sofia, Bulgaria (Eds. N. Schulz, I. Atanassov, J. Vijgen).2006, 107-108.

O. Roots, A. Sweetman. Passive air sampling of persistent organic pollutants in two Estonian air monitoring stations. Oil-Shale 2007, Vol. 24, No. 3, (accepted for publication).
· Commercial pentabromodiphenyl ether; 
· Perfluorooctane sulfonete (PFOS).
Estonian data:

Polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs)(sum of PBDE 28, 47, 75, 99, 100, 153, 154) - 24-48pg/m3 ;


Polychlorinated naphthalenes (PCN) (Lahemaa and Kohtla-Järve stations) not detected.

 

For PBDEs and PCNs - Jaward F. M., Farrar, N. J., Harner, T., Sweetman, A. J., Jones, C. K. 2004a. Passive air sampling of PCBs, BDEs, and Organochlorine Pesticides across  Europe // Environ. Sci. Technol.  2004a. Vol. 38, P. 34-41;

O. Roots, A. Sweetman. Passive air sampling of persistent organic pollutants in two Estonian air monitoring stations. Oil-Shale 2007, Vol. 24, No. 3, (accepted for publication).

NB! Dangerous chemicals (in Annexes E and F of the Stockholm Convention) are not imported/exported or used in Estonia, and all old stocks of banned chlor-organic pesticides destroyed (in Finland or Germany) from our hazardous waste transfer stations and landfills (Data sources: Chemical Notification Centre and AS EcoPro).

Chemical Notification Centre. Chemicals Notification Centre was founded on the 1st of July in 1999. Centre is government authority administred by the Ministry of Social Affairs, which duties are specified in the Chemical Act. The main duty of The Chemicals Notification Centre is to collect information concerning chemicals(new substances and/or hazardous chemicals), which are imported into Estonia, or produced in Estonia by high or lower volume production or which contain a new substance and to assess the risks arising from notified chemicals. At moment the database includes quantities of chemicals or compounds exceeding 10 tons.
Contact:

Postal address: Gonsiori 29, Tallinn 15027, Estonia 
E-post: kemikaal@sm.ee 

AS EcoPro. AS EcoPro was founded in 1992 and began with inventory, environmental impact assessment and collection of hazardous wastes in the military objects of the former Soviet Union. Over this time AS EcoPro has been operating several storage facilities for hazardous wastes:

1993-1998: Saku (Pähklimäe)

1996-1999: Paldiski

Since 06.1998: Tallinn hazardous waste transfer station

Since 11.2003: Vaivara hazardous waste transfer station and landfill   

AS EcoPro is authorized agent for the following companies: J.T.Baker, Horiba GmbH.

Contact:

Rävala 8, 10143 Tallinn, Estonia
Telefon: (+372) 6604762; Faks: (+372) 6604763; E-post: ecopro@ecopro.ee
