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Scenario note for the third session of the
I nt ergovernnental Negotiating Committee

Not e by the secretariat

The secretariat has the honour to transmit to the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Committee, in the annex to this note, the attached information
for the third session of the Conmittee provide by the Chair of the Commttee,
M. John Buccini (Canada). This information is circulated as subnmtted by
the Chair of the Conmttee and has not been fornmally edited.
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ANNEX
SCENARI O NOTE FOR POPs | NC3:

I have been approached by several |NC del egates who have asked nme what to
expect at the upcom ng INC3 neeting. While | have responded to these
inquiries as they arose, it occurred to ne that it mght be worthwhile to
comuni cate nmy general expectations for INC3 to all delegates. To this end,
| have devel oped this scenario note for INC3 del egates to help themin
preparing for the neeting.

INC3 will involve a full 6 days of negotiations from Septenber 6-11, 1999
(i.e. Monday - Saturday), with provision for regional neetings on Sunday,
Septenber 5. The Secretariat distributed the neeting docunents and two

i nformati on docunents during the first week of July (they are avail able on
the POPs web site) and will distribute a second mailing of information
docunents at the end of July to allow del egates sufficient time for

consul tati ons.

In terns of INC3, two three-hour sessions per day (10:00 - 13:00 and 15:00 -
18: 00) are planned for each of the 6 days. It is hoped that this schedul e

will be adhered to in order to provide tinme in the evenings and during |unch
breaks to enabl e delegates to attend regional neetings, caucuses, contact

groups, etc.. A reception will be held for INC del egates on Monday evening
and there will be no nmeetings of contact or working groups on Mnday evening

to ensure that all delegates are free to attend the reception

The openi ng session on Monday will get down to business rather quickly.

After the brief opening formalities, the Secretariat will report on inter-
sessi onal work requested by INC2 and review i nternati onal devel opnents
relating to the work of the Committee that have occurred since INC2. This
could al so be an appropriate opportunity for speakers fromregi onal groups to
make brief statements on their objectives and priorities for the negotiations
at | NC3.

The report of the Criteria Expert Goup (CEG wll be introduced on Monday
and proposed for acceptance by INC3 as a basis for negotiations later in the
week. Subject to the acceptance of the CEG report by the INC on Mynday, |
intend to begin negotiations on Article F, “Process for adding chemcals to
t he convention” on Wdnesday.

It is expected that a Legal Drafting Goup (LDG w Il be created on Mnday,

and will likely begin its work in earnest on Tuesday. Delegates are remn nded
that only governnent representatives will be able to participate in this
group. The LDGwill be asked to address many of the articles L to Z as its

first task and, during the week, as progress is made in the negotiations on
the substantive articles (D, E, etc.), the results of the negotiations wll
be forwarded to the LDG as draft text becones available. The LDG will
devel op | egal text once the "substance" has been agreed upon by the I NC
There will be no negotiation of substantive matters or policy issues in the
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LDG should any issues of this nature arise during the legal drafting
process, the LDG would refer them back to the INC for resolution

The neeting is expected to remain in plenary on Monday and Tuesday to permt
an adequate discussion of Article D. | expect that the contact group on
Article D that operated during INC2 will be reconvened on Monday or Tuesday.
Several issues raised at INC2 need to be resolved at INC3 including the
shape, content and nunber of annexes, and the specific controls on the 12
POPs. It is highly desirable to have advanced outcomes on controls for al

12 POPs if the INCis to address the inplenentation aspects in tine for |NC4.
Time permtting, other Articles addressing key provisions (E, G H 1) may

al so be addressed in the plenary prior to initiating discussions on the

| mpl ement ati on Aspects G oup (IAG.

| expect that the TAGw |l start its deliberations on Wednesday at the sane
time that the group we have terned the negotiating group (NG conmmences
operation. This is the group that remains in the plenary hall to discuss a
broad range of issues relating to the draft convention text after the
participants in the I AG have |l eft for their neeting.

I do not expect to have nore than two maj or groups operating at any one tine
(I'AG and NG . However, each group may set up small contact groups to assi st
in getting its work done. W need to keep a close watch on the establishnment
of contact groups to make sure that the meeting does not get too conplex and
to ensure that all delegates can foll ow what is happening. Please note that
the Legal Drafting Group is not a formal group in the sane sense as the | AG
and NG it is a drafting group and should be considered nore akin to a snal
cont act group.

Once the |1 AG and the NG have begun di scussions, there will be a brief plenary
meeting each norning to ensure all del egates are aware of devel opnents in
each of these groups as well as in the LDG and any contact groups that may be
est abl i shed.

The report of the neeting is one of the nost inportant products of the week’s
work. | wish to remind all participants that the report can only reflect the
i nterventions and work that have been discussed prior to the initiation of
the plenary discussion to adopt the neeting report. The neeting report wll
be discussed in the plenary on Saturday, Septenber 11, as the last item of
busi ness prior to the closure of the neeting.

Possi bl e Qutcones of | NC3:

The following is a list of the expectations that | have for possible neeting
out comes:

-prelimnary discussions on articles A (Preanble), B (Cbjective), and C
(Definitions);

-article Dis substantively drafted, with firm proposals on the shape,
content and nunber of annexes and on the control decisions for the 12 POPs;
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-articles E, G Hand | are in the formof firm proposals;

-the CEQ report is accepted by the INC and serves as the basis for the
negoti ation of text for article F and any annexes or other articles the INC
agrees are needed;

-the Legal Drafting Goup is formed and provides text of sufficient quality
that the INCis able to agree to sone of the articles L to Z (renenbering
that nothing is truly “final” until everything has been agreed to);

-based on in-depth discussions of the proposed obligations, the I AG has
devel oped draft proposals for articles J and K for consideration and deci sion
at INC4: and

-all remaining issues are identified and any requests for secretariat inter-
sessional work are defined (as it is undesirable to introduce new i ssues
after | NC4).

John Bucci ni
Chair, POPs Intergovernmental Negotiating Commttee
July 20, 1999



