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Not e by the secretari at

BACKGROUND

1. In paragraph 17 of its decision 19/13 C of 7 February 1997, the Governing
Counci| of the United Nations Environment Programe (UNEP) called upon
Governnents and other actors to provide UNEP with the necessary financial and
techni cal resources to enable the full and effective functioning of the

I nt ergovernmental Negotiating Conmittee, in particular the full and effective
participation of devel oping countries, especially | east devel oped countries,
and of countries with econonies in transition which nmight be interested. 1In
paragraph 12 of the sanme decision, the Council also requested that the
international legally binding instrunent for international action to reduce
or elimnate rel eases of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) be concl uded
preferably by the year 2000.

2. In paragraph 4 of its decision 20/24 of 5 February 1999, the Governing
Counci| of UNEP called on CGovernnents, intergovernnmental organizations and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons to consider providing financial contributions
for further negotiations of the international legally binding instrument for
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i mpl enenting international action on certain persistent organic pollutants,
particularly through the so-called "POPs O ub".

3. In order to facilitate planning towards the successful and tinely

conpl etion of the negotiations, the secretariat prepared, for the second
session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Comiittee, infornation docunent
UNEP/ POPS/ I NC. 2/ I NF/ 9 on a schedul e and financial needs for the conpletions
of the negotiations for an international legally binding instrunent for

i mpl ementing international action on certain POPs. The docunent was to be
updated for subsequent neetings of the Conmittee. The present note provides
such an update on the schedul e and financial needs for conpletion of the
negoti ati ons for consideration by the Cormittee at its third session

4. For pl anni ng purposes, the secretariat has estimated that the
negoti ati ons of the convention on POPs are expected to include, in total
five sessions of the Committee. Previous estinmates also included three

i nter-sessional neetings of the Criteria Expert Group. The current estimte
only includes two neetings of the Criteria Expert Goup, since, as indicated
in paragraph 56 of the report of its second session (UNEP/ POPS/ I NC/ CEG 2/ 3),
the Goup is of the viewthat it has conpleted its nmandate. Follow ng the
conpl etion of the negotiations, a conference of plenipotentiaries will be
hel d to adopt the convention and any resol uti ons deened necessary hy
Covernnents, and for signature of the convention.

5. In addition to the question of covering the financial requirenents for

t he negotiations, the Governing Council, also in its decision 19/13 C
requested UNEP to undertake inmmedi ate action to pronote the reduction and/or
elimnation of releases of POPs into the environment. The financial

requi renents for those actions are not addressed in the present docunent, but
a nunber of Governments have made very significant contributions towards UNEP
work in that regard. |In addition, in paragraph 5 of its decision 20/24, the
Governi ng Council encouraged Covernnents, intergovernnmental organizations and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons to provide financial and in-kind contributions
for supporting the inplenentation of inmediate actions called for in

par agraph 13 of decision 19/13 C

. TENTATI VE SCHEDULE OF MEETI NGS OF THE | NTERGOVERNVENTAL NEGOTI ATI NG
COW TTEE AND THE CRI TERI A EXPERT GRCUP

6. The schedul e of neetings of the Intergovernnental Negotiating Conmmittee
and the Criteria Expert Goup, in chronological order, is as foll ows:

Dat e Type Location
29 June-3 July 1998 I NC1 Mont r ea
26- 30 Cctober 1998 CEGL Bangkok
25-29 January 1999 I NC2 Nai r ob
14-18 June 1999 CE®X Vi enna
6-11 Septenber 1999 I NC3 Geneva
20-25 March 2000 (tentative) I NC4 Bonn
Cct ober - Decenber 2000 (tentative) I NC5 South Africa
April-June 2001 (tentative) Di pCon Sweden

Meetings of the subsidiary body on inplenmentation aspects are expected to be
hel d during the second, third, and fourth sessions of the Conmittee.
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[1. FINANCI AL MATTERS, THROUGH THE THI RD SESSI ON OF THE COWM TTEE

7. To date, substantial funding for the POPs negotiation process has been
made available to cover its neeting costs, although in sone cases funds were
not received until after costs had been incurred. In such cases, the UNEP

Executive Director approved the borrowi ng of funds fromthe UNEP Environment
Fund reserve to cover neeting costs until donor finances were nade avail able
to repl enish the Fund.

8. The first session of the Conmittee was hosted and fully funded by the
CGover nnment of Canada.

9. The first session of the Criteria Expert Group was hosted by the
CGovernment of Thail and and funded through contributions fromthe Governnents
of the United States of America and the United Kingdom of Geat Britain and
Northern |rel and.

10. The second session of the Conmittee, held in Nairobi, was nmade possible
t hrough an advance fromthe UNEP Environment Fund reserve and will be
repl eni shed using contributions already received through the POPs O ub
fundi ng arrangenent.

11. The second session of the Criteria Expert Group held in Vienna was fully
funded by Austria and Gernany.

12. Funding of the third session of the Conmittee currently available from
the POPs O ub anpbunts to approxi mately $300,000. This is approxi mately

$260, 000 short of the estimated $560, 000 needed for the session. To
conpensate for the inevitable time-delay between pledges and the availability
of funds to neet expenses for the current session, the Executive Director of
UNEP has provi ded the necessary funding fromthe UNEP Environment Fund
reserve, on a reinbursable basis, to enable the session to take place. The
spending priorities for donor contributions to the POPs C ub, once received,
are to reinmburse UNEP for neeting costs associated with the third session of
the Conmittee.

13. Not included in the above neeting costs are the costs of consultant
contracts required to conplete the inter-sessional work requested by the
Committee of the secretariat. Such contracts anpbunted to $45, 000 between the
first and second sessions of the Commttee and $55,000 between the second and
third sessions.

14. As of 30 August 1999, the follow ng countries and non-gover nnent a

organi zati ons have contributed to the POPs Club: Australia, Austria, Canada,
Denmar k, Finland, Gernmany, Madagascar, the Netherl ands, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland, the United States of Anerica and the International POPs

El i mi nati on NetworKk.
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[11. FINANCI AL MATTERS RELATED TO COVPLETI ON OF THE NEGOTI ATl ONS

15. Attention is drawn to the follow ng financial considerations relating to
the projected fourth and fifth sessions of the Conmittee, as well as the
di pl omati ¢ conference:

(a) The Governnment of Germany has expressed its intent to nake up to
1.2 million deutsche nmark available for the inplenentation of the fourth
session of the Conmittee in Gernmany;

(b) Contingent on the provision of funding, the Government of South
Africa has expressed its interest in hosting the fifth session of the

Conmi ttee;

(c) The CGovernnment of Sweden has offered to host and fully fund the
di pl omati ¢ conference.

16. The cost of inter-sessional work to be conpleted for the bal ance of the
negotiations is projected at between $100, 000 and $150, 000.



