Japan’s Comments on the Draft Risk Management Evaluation for

Commercial octabromodiphenyl ether
(p1, second paragraph)

Please add the sentence hereunder between the first sentence and the second sentence of the second paragraph on page 1.

…Canada and the USA. In Japan, c-OctaBDE has never been produced; import and sales were voluntarily phased out by 2005.There is no information …
(p7, first paragraph of ‘Asia’)

Please replace the first paragraph of ‘Asia’ on page 7 with the paragraph hereunder.

C-PentaBDE and c-OctaBDE have never been produced in Japan. C-PentaBDE has never been imported into Japan. C-OctaBDE was imported; however, import and stock sales were voluntarily phased out by 2005.
(p26, the first paragraph of Cost implications for industry)

Based on the Annex F information which Japan recently submitted to the Secretariat, the paragraph should be revised as hereunder.

Production was recently phased out in the EU, Norway, Switzerland, Canada, the USA, and Japan. No information … close to zero. Appropriate substitutes for C-OctaBDE are available. Such substitutes include commercial decabromodiphenyl ether (C-DecaBDE), which is widely used as flame retardant for plastics. C-DecaBDE contains minute volumes of OctaBDE (less than 1 000 ppm) and NonaBDE (1-3%) as by-products; HeptaBDE, HexaBDE and PentaBDE in C-DecaBDE are below the detection limit (1 ppm).
