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Matters for consideration or action by the Conference of the Parties: 
measures to reduce or eliminate releases from intentional production  
and use: exemptions 
 

Requests for extension of specific exemptions based on entries in the 
Register of Specific Exemptions** 

Note by the Secretariat 

1. Article 4 of the Stockholm Convention establishes a register for the purpose of identifying the 
Parties that have specific exemptions listed in Annex A or Annex B of the Convention.  

2. Paragraph 3 of Article 4 states that any State upon becoming a Party may, by means of 
notification in writing to the Secretariat, register for one or more types of specific exemption listed in 
Annex A or Annex B of the Convention. As indicated in paragraph 1 of Article 4, the Register of 
Specific Exemptions is to be maintained by the Secretariat and made available to the public. The 
Register is publicly available on the official Convention website (www.pops.int). 

3. Paragraph 4 of Article 4 states that unless an earlier date is indicated by a Party or an extension 
is granted pursuant to paragraph 7 of the Article all registrations for specific exemptions will expire five 
years after entry into force of the Convention with respect to a particular chemical. For all chemicals 
currently listed in Annex A and Annex B the five-year period ends on 17 May 2009. 

4. Paragraph 7 of Article 4 states that the Conference of the Parties may upon request of a Party 
extend the expiry date of a specific exemption for a period of up to five years. In doing so it is to take 
into account the special circumstances of developing country Parties and Parties with economies in 
transition.   

5. Paragraph 5 of Article 4 required the Conference of the Parties to decide upon its review process 
for the entries in the Register at its first meeting. At its first meeting, the Conference accordingly 
adopted decision SC-1/24 (with the exception of paragraphs 4 and 5, which it agreed to take up again at 

                                                 
*  UNEP/POPS/COP.4/1. 
** Stockholm Convention, Article 4, paragraph 5; reports of the Conference of the Parties on the work of its 
first meeting (UNEP/POPS/COP.1/31), annex I, decision SC-1/24, on the work of its second meeting 
(UNEP/POPS/COP.2/30), annex I, decision SC-2/3 and on the work of its third meeting (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/30), 
annex I, decision SC-3/3. 
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a subsequent meeting), by which it established the review process for entries in the Register. At its third 
meeting the Conference of the Parties adopted decision SC-3/3, by which it revised the review process. 
The process in its current form is set out in the annex to that decision. 

6. To request the extension of a specific exemption a Party must, in accordance with paragraph 6 
of Article 4, submit a report to the Secretariat justifying its continuing need for registration of the 
exemption. According to paragraph 1 of the revised process for the review of entries in the register of 
specific exemptions, such reports must be submitted at least 12 months before the last meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties preceding the expiry date of the exemption. The Conference of the Parties’ 
fourth meeting will be its last before the expiry date for the specific exemptions currently listed in 
Annex A and Annex B. As the meeting will commence on 4 May 2009, the deadline for submitting 
requests for extension of those exemptions was 4 May 2008. 

7. At the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties the representative of Australia announced 
that his country intended formally to withdraw its specific exemption for the use of mirex (Report of the 
Conference of the Parties on the work of its third meeting, UNEP/POPS/COP.3/30, paragraph 34). 

8. On 6 February 2008, the Secretariat communicated to all Parties having specific exemptions in 
the Register reminding them of their obligation to submit reports if they wished to request the extension 
of their exemptions.   

9. China informed the Secretariat that it had decided not to request extensions of its specific 
exemptions for chlordane, for DDT as an intermediate in the production of dicofol and for mirex. The 
submission by China relating to its decision is contained in document UNEP/POPS/COP.4/INF/4. 

10. India submitted to the Secretariat a report, dated 2 May 2008, requesting extension of its 
specific exemption for the production and use of DDT as an intermediate in the production of dicofol. 
The report is set out in the annex to the present note.   

11. The only other Party that has a specific exemption registered is Botswana, whose exemption is 
for the use of chlordane. As of 31 November 2008 Botswana had not submitted a report requesting the 
extension of that exemption. 

12. In paragraph 2 of the revised review process for entries in the Register of Specific Exemptions, 
the Secretariat is requested to circulate extension request reports to all Parties and observers. The 
Secretariat accordingly circulated the request for extension report submitted by India to all Parties and 
observers, asking that they submit any information relevant to the report by 30 January 2009. Document 
UNEP/POPS/COP.4/INF/5 sets out the information received by the Secretariat in response to its 
request. 

13. Paragraph 6 of the review process for entries in the Register, as revised, indicates that the 
process will expire at the end of the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties unless it is reviewed 
and extended by the Conference of the Parties by the end of that meeting. 

Possible action by the Conference of the Parties 
14. The Conference of the Parties may wish: 

(a) To take note of the information contained in the present note; 

(b) To consider the request by India for an extension of the exemption for the production 
and use of DDT as an intermediate in the production of dicofol and make a decision on granting this 
extension. 

(c) To review and consider extending the expiration date in paragraph 6 of the review 
process for entries in the Register of Specific Exemptions. 
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Annex 

Report by India requesting extension of its specific exemption for the 
production and use of DDT as an intermediate in the production of 
dicofol 

 

 



UNEP/POPS/COP.4/7 
 

 4 

 

 



UNEP/POPS/COP.4/7 
 

 5

 

 



UNEP/POPS/COP.4/7 
 

 6 

 

 



UNEP/POPS/COP.4/7 
 

 7

 

 
 

_____________________ 


