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Note by the Secretariat 

I. Background 

1. Paragraph 6 of part II of Annex II of the Stockholm Convention states that commencing at its 
first meeting and at least every three years thereafter the Conference of the Parties shall, in consultation 
with the World Health Organization, evaluate the continued need for DDT for disease vector control on 
the basis of available scientific, technical, environmental and economic information. The Conference of 
the Parties now has ordinary meetings every two years. In the light of that fact the Conference of the 
Parties provided in paragraph 2 of the revised process for DDT reporting, assessment and evaluation 
contained in annex I to decision SC-3/2 that the evaluation of the continued need for DDT for disease 
vector control would be undertaken at each ordinary meeting. 

2. At its third meeting, the Conference of the Parties concluded in paragraph 2 of decision SC-3/2 
that countries that were currently using DDT for disease vector control might need to continue such use 
until locally appropriate and cost-effective alternatives were available for sustainable transition away 
from DDT. 

3. In paragraphs 3 and 4 of decision SC-3/2 the Conference of the Parties adopted the revised 
process for DDT reporting, assessment and evaluation and the revised format and questionnaire for 
Parties to report on the production and use of DDT and its alternatives for disease vector control set out 
in annex II to the decision. The Conference of the Parties requested the Secretariat to undertake the 
translation of the electronic format of the questionnaire into the six official United Nations languages. 

                                                 
*  UNEP/POPS/COP.4/1. 
**  Mandate for the action described in the present note contained in: Stockholm Convention, Article 3 and 
Annex B, Part II; reports of the Conference of the Parties on the work of its first meeting (UNEP/POPS/COP.1/31), 
annex I, decision SC-1/25, on the work of its second meeting (UNEP/POPS/COP.2/30), annex I, decision SC-2/2, 
and on the work of its third meeting (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/30), annex I, decision 3/2. 
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4. In paragraph 5 of decision SC-3/2, the Conference of the Parties reminded Parties using and/or 
producing DDT that had not notified and reported on such use or production to do so.   

5. In paragraphs 6, 8, 9 and 10 of decision SC-3/2, the Conference of the Parties requested the 
Secretariat, in collaboration with the World Health Organization: 

(a) To undertake data collection, data analysis and assessment of the continued need for 
DDT for disease vector control established in the process for reporting on and evaluation of DDT and 
provide guidance for the Conference of the Parties to make an evaluation at its fourth meeting; 

(b) To continue the activities being undertaken to strengthen the capacity of countries to 
report on the production and use of DDT for disease vector control; 

(c) To report to the Conference of the Parties at its fourth meeting on the status of the 
implementation of integrated vector management; 

(d) To develop a business plan for promoting a global partnership on the development and 
deployment of products, methods and strategies that can be used as alternatives to DDT for disease 
vector control. 

A. Data collection, data analysis and assessment of the continued need for DDT for 
disease vector control 
6. To facilitate Party reporting on DDT, the Secretariat is preparing an interactive electronic 
version of the questionnaire that will be available in 2009.    

7. Paragraph 10 of the process for the reporting on and evaluation of the continued need for DDT 
for disease control states that the DDT expert group that was established to assess the information 
collected on the production and use of DDT and its alternatives for disease vector control is to comprise 
ten members nominated by Parties (two from each United Nations region), five invited experts selected 
by the World Health Organization and three experts selected by the Secretariat.    

8. Since Parties were not selected at the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties to nominate 
experts, the Secretariat requested all Parties to submit nominations, following which the members of the 
Bureau selected the members of the expert group for their respective regions from among the nominated 
experts. Two experts were selected from each region with the exception of the Latin America and 
Caribbean region, from which no experts were nominated from any of the States that are Parties to the 
Stockholm Convention in that region. Five experts were nominated by the World Health Organization 
and three experts by the Secretariat. The current list of members of the DDT expert group is provided in 
the annex to the present note.   

9. The DDT expert group met from 18 to 20 November 2008 to assess the continued need for DDT 
for disease vector control. The report of the meeting is available in document UNEP/POPS/COP.4/5. 
Among other things, the expert group recommended, based on the available scientific, technical, 
environmental and economic information, that the Conference of the Parties at its fourth meeting 
conclude that there is a continued need for DDT for disease vector control in accordance with the World 
Health Organization recommendations and guidelines on the use of DDT.  

B. Strengthening the capacities of Parties to report on DDT  
10. The Secretariat, in collaboration with the World Health Organization, carried out four 
workshops to support Parties in their efforts to report on DDT production and use. The workshops were 
held from 10 to 14 March 2008 in Rabat, Morocco, from 24 to 26 October 2007 in Piggs Peak, 
Swaziland, from 3 to 7 May 2008 in Sana’a, and from 22 to 24 July 2008 in Bangkok. 

C. Status of the implementation of integrated vector management  
11. In response to the request of the Conference of the Parties in paragraph 9 of decision SC-3/2, the 
World Health Organization prepared a paper on the global status of the implementation of integrated 
vector management. That paper is contained in document UNEP/POPS/COP.4/INF/3.  

D. Related activities that are funded by the Global Environment Facility and 
co-financers 
12. The Council of the Global Environment Facility at its meeting from 22 to 25 April 2008 
endorsed the objectives of a programmatic approach to demonstrating and scaling up sustainable 
alternatives to DDT in vector management, under which full-sized projects are to be financed. This 
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includes projects endorsed by the Council to demonstrate the effectiveness of alternatives to DDT for 
disease vector control in Africa and in North Africa and the Mediterranean respectively. There is a 
similar proposal being evaluated by the Global Environment Facility for work to be undertaken in 
South-East Asia. The implementing agency for these projects is the United Nations Environment 
Programme and the executing agency is the World Health Organization.   

E. Preparation of a business plan to promote global partnerships to develop and 
deploy DDT alternatives  
13. To develop the business plan for promoting a global partnership on the development and 
deployment of products, methods and strategies that can serve as alternatives to DDT for disease vector 
control the Secretariat, in cooperation with the World Health Organization, undertook a consultative 
process that included two meetings and regular interaction with stakeholders. The first meeting, which 
was held on 11 October 2007 in Geneva, involved a small selected group of representatives from key 
sectors who were convened to consider the process for preparing the business plan. The report of the 
meeting, which includes a list of participants, is available on the Stockholm Convention website 
(www.pops.int) under “Programmes/DDT/Projects and plans”. Based on the recommendations made at 
the meeting, the Secretariat prepared a background paper on the global status of DDT and its 
alternatives for disease vector control, which was peer-reviewed by scientific experts from various 
related sectors concerned with DDT use. The paper is reproduced in document 
UNEP/POPS/COP.4/INF/28.   

14. The Secretariat commissioned an independent consultant agency, Dalberg-Global Development 
Advisors, to prepare a draft of the business plan in consultation with all stakeholders concerned with the 
production and use of DDT and with the development of alternatives.  

15. The Secretariat convened a second stakeholders’ meeting from 1 to 3 November 2008 in Geneva 
to consider the interim report prepared by the consulting firm. Meeting participants included 
representatives from Governments, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, 
research institutions, international donor agencies and industry. The report of the meeting, including a 
list of participants, is available on the Stockholm Convention website under 
“Programmes/DDT/Projects and plans”. The final preparation of the business plan took into 
consideration the comments made at the meeting. The business plan is contained in document 
UNEP/POPS/COP.4/6. Supporting information for the business plan and related reference material is 
provided in information document UNEP/POPS/COP.4/INF/2.   

II. Possible action by the Conference of Parties 

16. The Conference of the Parties may wish: 

(a) To take note of the report by the DDT expert group on the assessment of the continued 
need for DDT for disease vector control, including the conclusions and recommendations contained 
therein; 

(b) To evaluate the continued need for DDT for disease vector control on the basis of 
available scientific, technical, environmental and economic information, including that provided by the 
DDT expert group; 

(c) To request the Secretariat, in collaboration with the World Health Organization, to 
continue the activities being undertaken to strengthen the capacity of countries to report on the 
production and use of DDT for disease vector control; 

(d) To request the financial mechanism of the Convention to support the work referred to in 
the previous subparagraph financially and to invite other financial institutions and countries to do the 
same; 

(e) To take note of the report on the global status of the implementation of integrated vector 
management and to express appreciation for the work of the World Health Organization to prepare the 
report;    

(f) To endorse the business plan prepared by the Secretariat through the consultative 
process described above; 

(g)  To request the Secretariat to initiate the implementation of the business plan with a 
view to launching the global partnership for the development and deployment of products, methods and 
strategies that can serve as alternatives to DDT for disease vector control; 
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(h) To invite the Global Environment Facility and other international financial institutions 
to support efforts to implement the business plan;  

(i) To invite all stakeholders to participate actively in the global partnership; 

(j) To invite Governments, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, research institutions, industry and other stakeholders to provide technical and financial 
resources to support the work to be undertaken through the global partnership; 

(k) To invite the World Health Organization to participate actively in the work referred to 
above and in any other manner that may support the Conference of Parties in future evaluations of the 
continued need for DDT for disease vector control and in identifying suitable alternatives to DDT for 
disease vector control. 
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Annex 
Members of the DDT expert group 

 
September 2007–2011 

 
I. Party-selected experts 

 
Africa 
 
Mr. Baba Gadji 
Administrateur général par intérim 
Fondation CERES-LOCUSTOX  
BP 3300 Dakar 
Senegal  
E-mail: bgadji@yahoo.fr 
 
Mr. Shem Wandiga 
Professor of Chemistry and Director, 
CSTI 
Department of Chemistry, College of 
Biology and Physical Sciences 
University of Nairobi,  
P.O. Box 30197-00100 
Kenya 
E-mail: wandigas@uonbi.ac.ke; 
sowandiga@iconnect.co.ke 
 
Asia and the Pacific 
 
Mr. Hossein Ladonni 
Professor 
Medical Entomology School of Public 
Health 
Tehran University of Medical Sciences  
Tehran 6446 14156 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
E-mail: ladonnih@yahoo.com; 
ladonnih@sina.tvms.acc.ir 
 
Mr. Gao Qi 
Director 
Jiangsu Institute of Parasitic Diseases 
214064 Wuxi 
People’s Republic of China 
E-mail: Gaoqi54@hotmail.com 
 

 
Eastern Europe 

 
Mr. Nicolae Opopol 
Leading Scientific Researcher 
National Scientific – Practice Centre of 
Preventive Medicine–  
Gh. Asaclu str., 67 “A” 
MD – 2028, Chisinau 
Republic of Moldova 
Tel: +373 22 574 682 
Fax: +373 22 574 682 
E-mail: nopopol@sanepid.md 
 
Ms. Adriana Mariana Borş 
Scientific Research, dr. Chemist 
National Research-Development Institute for 
Environmental Protection – ICIM Bucharest 
294 Splaiul Independentei, sector 6 
Bucharest 
Romania 
Tel: +40 21 318 2057 
Fax: +40 21 318 2001 
E-mail: aditubors@yahoo.com 
 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
No representation 
 
Western Europe and other States 
 
Ms. L. Robbin Lindsay 
Research Scientist 
Zoonotic Diseases and Special Pathogens 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
1015 Arlington Street 
Winnipeg R3E 3R2 
Canada 
Tel: +204 789 6060 
Fax: +204 789 2082 
E-mail: Robbin_lindsay@phac-aspc.gc.ca 
 
Mr. Andreas Stadler 
Technical Advisor Health 
c/o Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) 
Referat 311 – Germany 
Adenauerallee 139-141 
53113 Bonn 
Germany 
E-mail: Andreas.Stadler@bmz.bund.de; 
Andreas.Stadler@gtz.de 
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II. World Health Organization-selected experts 
 

Ms. Maureen Coetzee 
NRF Research Chair in Medical Entomology 
& Vector Control, 
University of the Witwatersrand and the 
National Institute for Communicable 
Diseases, 
Private Bag X4, 
Sandringham 2131, South Africa. 
Tel:    011-386-6480 
Cell:   082-807-3559 
Fax:    011-386-6481 
E-mail: maureenc@nicd.ac.za; 
maureen.coetzee@wits.ac.za  
 
Mr. Pradeep K. Das 
33 Suffren Street, 
Pondicherry-605001 
Union Territory of Puducherry 
India 
Tel: 91-413 -2336624 (home) 
91-9442536624   (mobile) 
E-mail: PKD2912@ gmail.com 
 
Ms. Btissam Ameur    
Head of Vector Control Department 
Directorate of Epidemiology and 
Disease Control, Ministry of Health 
71,  Avenue Ibn Sina, Agdal 
Rabat, Morocco 
Tel:  (+212) 37 67 11 85/63 08 12 01 
Fax:  (+212) 37 67 12 98 
E-mail: btissama@gmail.com; 
bameur@sante.gov.ma 

Ms. Brenda Eskenazi, Ph.D. 
Professor of Maternal and Child Health 
Director of the Center for Children’s 
Environmental Health Research 
School of Public Health 
University of California – Berkeley 
Berkeley, United States of America 
Tel: (510) 642-3496  
Fax: (510) 642-9083  
E-mail: eskenazi@berkeley.edu 
 
Mr. Theo Vermeire 
Senior Scientist 
National Institute of Public Health and the 
Environment Protection (RIVM/CSR) 
Antonie van Leeuvenhoeklaan 9 
P.O. Box NL-3720 BA Bilthoven 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 30 274 2918 
Fax: +31 30 274 4401 
E-mail: Theo.vermeire@rivm.nl 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
III.  Secretariat-selected experts 

 
Mr. Hendrik Van den Berg 
F D Rooseveltstraat 29 
9728 RV, Groningen 
The Netherlands 
Tel:   +31 26 383 0846 
Fax:  (+31 50) 525 1855 
E-mail: henk.vandenberg@wur.nl 
 
Mr. Henk Bouwman 
School of Environmental Sciences 
  and Development 
Noordwes-Universiteit 
(Potchefstroomkampus) 
North-West University  
Private Bag X6001 
Potchefstroom 2520 
South Africa 
Tel.: (+27 18) 299 2377 
Fax: (+27 18) 299 2370 
E-mail: drkhb@puknet.puk.ac.za 

Hans Rudolf Herren 
President  
Millennium Institute   
2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 650  
Arlington, VA 22201-3357 
United States of America  
Tel: 001 703 841 0048 (office);  
001 530 867 4569 (cell)  
Fax: 001 703 841 0050,  
E-mail: hh@millennium-institute.org 
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